



Assessment  and Target Setting Policy
‘As a Rights Respecting School, we are committed to promoting, realising and respecting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  This policy links directly to Article 28: The right to an education and Article 29: The right to develop goals of education.
Introduction 
Assessment is a continuous process integral to learning and teaching. It is how teachers gain knowledge of their children’ needs, achievements and abilities, enabling planning and delivery to be more effective, thereby raising attainment for every child.

Assessment may take many forms and range from informal, day-to-day teacher assessment to the formal processes involved with end of Key Stage assessments. Assessments may be formative (assessment for) or summative (assessment of).
This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of assessment within the school.

The Assessment Policy is closely linked with the Feedback Policy.  The implementation and ownership of this policy is the responsibility of all staff.

The principles of assessment are:
· to provide information to support progression in learning through planning

· to provide information for target setting for individuals, groups and cohorts

· to share learning goals with children

· to involve children with self assessment

· to help children know and recognise the standards they are aiming for

· to raise standards of learning

· to identify children who need intervention

· to inform parents and other interested parties of children’s progress

· to complete a critical self evaluation of the school

Baseline Assessments

Baseline assessments are required to ensure children, parents and staff know the starting point of each child’s learning journey. These assessments, enable staff to identify the children’s next steps in learning, and to plan effectively to meet these. These assessments support the monitoring of progress over time.  

To achieve this at Meadowlane Primary School we:

· Carry out baseline assessments in all areas when the children enter school in both nursery and reception;
· Carry out baseline assessments in line with the Assessment cycle (See Appendix A)

· Share baseline assessments with parents during the Autumn 2 Parents evening

· Keep all assessments in the children’s Individual Learning Portfolio. 

· Hold Professional Dialogues about progress from baselines, identifying where ‘Appropriate progress’ has been made, and where ‘Good’ progress has been made (Appendix B)

· Report progress to the Teaching and Learning Governors Committee.
Assessment for Learning
Assessment for learning is a natural part of teaching and learning; constantly taking place in the classroom through discussion, listening and analysis of work. It is essential that teachers know how well a child has progressed and that children understand how well they are doing and what they must learn to help them improve.
Meta-cognition skills are vital to support this process.
To achieve this at Meadowlane Primary School we:

· Evaluate children’ learning to identify those with particular needs (including those who are More Able and those who are Class Action) so that these can be addressed in future planning. Adjust plans to meet the needs of the children, differentiating learning and objectives where appropriate
· Ensure children are aware of their learning and the success criteria and encourage them to evaluate their progress, so that they understand the next steps needed on their learning journey
· Set individual meta-cognition targets on a half termly basis, in discussion with children, so that they are involved in the process
· Share the meta-cognition skills with parents, through Dojo, to include them in supporting their child’s learning
· Review Meta-cognition targets, on a half termly basis, to enable children to evaluate their progress

· Encourage children to evaluate their own work against success criteria, identifying own strengths and their next steps in learning
· Give constructive and informative feedback, in accordance with the feedback policy, so children know what they are good at and what their next steps in learning are;
· Incorporate both formative and summative assessment opportunities in medium and short term planning
· Assess core areas regularly 
· Pass Individual Learning Profiles, containing assessment information, to the next class teacher so children can be tracked as they progress through the school 
Summative Assessment: 

The Assessment cycle at Meadowlane Primary School includes data from a range of tests and assessments. Formal assessment is a systematic part of our school’s work which is used to track each cohort in the school. It is through an effective tracking system that the needs of every child are met and that the school develops a clear understanding of how to raise standards.  At Meadowlane, we recognise the individual abilities of all children, and make finely-tuned adjustments to ensure planned learning experiences enable all children to make progress in their learning. The discipline of regularly analysing children’ progress ensures that any child not making appropriate progress, is identified, and teaching practices are adapted to enable the child to make progress towards their next steps in learning. 
To achieve this at Meadowlane Primary School we:
· Follow the Assessment cycle (See Appendix A) and review progress on a regular basis 
· Use information to identify each child’s strengths and next steps in learning
· Share progress information with the Headteacher (Assessment Coordinator), SLT, ALNCO, AoLE Teams and the Governing Body
· Staff attend termly meetings to hold professional dialogues about individuals’ progress
· Work with colleagues, in school and within the cluster, to hold professional dialogues about progress and to moderate work, identifying expected standards for each year group  
· Analyse data from tests at the end of each academic year to track ‘value added’ progress made

· Pass Individual Learning Profiles, containing progress information, to the next teacher

Professional Dialogues about Progress
Professional Dialogues are important to ensure a consistent approach in assessing children’s progress and in ensuring good standards are being met. These dialogues need to take place both at a school level, and across the cluster of schools. 

At Meadowlane we:  
· Meet regularly to discuss progress
· Scrutinize samples of work at INSET sessions, led by subject leaders, to identify strengths and next steps for year groups and across the school;

· Scrutinize samples of work to enable staff to share good practice and develop professional skills;
· Carry out book scrutiny, with the children, to ensure progression across the school; outcomes are fed back to teachers to inform future practice;
· Use assessment materials to benchmark children and assess progress
· Use Cluster portfolios in for moderation purposes

· Collate evidence to demonstrate progress.
Reporting

At Meadowlane Primary School we:
· Provide opportunities for three parent consultation evenings each year, to discuss children’s progress and encourage parental involvement in the learning journey;
· Provide an Annual Report to inform parents about their child’s progress. Each area of learning is reported on and next steps for future learning are included for Reading, Writing, Oracy, Maths and Digital Skills.  End of year reports are written so that they have a positive effect on children’ attitudes, motivation and self esteem. 

· Discuss any concerns about children’s progress at the request of the parents, by appointment.
Transition and Transfer

Assessment information, both academic and social, is transferred between professionals at each stage of the child’s schooling. (i.e. between classes, key stages and schools). This ensures that children have the maximum opportunities to achieve their full potential and are supported appropriately to meet their individual needs.

The Assessment Co-coordinator will:
· Formulate the school’s assessment policy in consultation with the headteacher, staff and governors

· Review the policy regularly in the light of statutory requirements and the needs of the school

· Provide support and guidance with assessment and keep up to date with current information

· Resource school with relevant tests and update assessment cycle

· Maintain records on progress
· Hold professional dialogues about progress
· Highlight children who have not made appropriate progress

· Analyse progress to identify progress made by specific groups of children including  gender, FSM children, ALN, MAT, children with EAL and vulnerable children  
· Report to governors regarding the policy and progress made by the children
Monitoring and Evaluation

The Assessment Co-coordinator (the Head Teacher) ensures that the policy is implemented consistently throughout the school using strategies which include:
· Discussion with teachers, children and parents
· Sampling teachers’ planning

· Lesson observations

· Work scrutiny

· Tracking children’s progress

· Sampling children’s records and reports

· Revisiting the policies annually 

Additional Learning Needs

The ALNCO liaises with all concerned to ensure that information related to children with Additional Learning Needs supports their teaching and learning.

Equal Opportunities

The assessment policy and guidelines encourage the practice of inclusion for all.

Governors

Members of the teaching and learning committee are regularly updated and support the head teacher in reporting to the Governing Body on all aspects of assessment.
Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed annually or more often if necessary 
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