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Expressive Arts policy
Vision Statement – ‘Make yourself proud!’
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Written by the Expressive Arts team:
Leah Harper, Kesia Jones and John Morgan.
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Introduction 
Meadowlane Primary School embraces teaching the arts through music, art, dance and drama. The arts allow for pupils creativity and self-expression to flourish and the opportunity to acquire new skills in all areas of the primary curriculum. Due to their very nature, the arts allow for freedom of expression without the necessity for the written word, thereby giving access to the arts to all Pupils including those with ALN. 
We believe that the arts are an invaluable tool for exploring and celebrating the rich diversity of our multi-cultural community, exciting pupils curiosity in the world and encouraging them to develop their thoughts, ideas and understanding. Through experiencing a range of creative and performing arts, the Pupils develop confidence and a sense of self-worth that permeates all aspects of their lives and hopefully fosters a life-long appreciation of the arts. 
This policy will form the basis upon which we map out the guidance for the expressive arts throughout foundation phase and KS2. It will outline the purpose, nature and management of how it is taught and learned in our school and will inform new teachers of expectations.  The policy reflects the views of all the staff of the school. It has been drawn up following consultation with all staff and Pupils. 
The Expressive Arts are proposed as one of six areas of ‘learning and experience’ in Professor Donaldson’s Review of the Education Curriculum in Wales.
Successful Futures, published on 25th February 2015, sets out a vision for change and emphasises the importance of the arts to a broad and balanced curriculum.

Children’s Rights
“The rights of children and young people, as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), continue to be at the heart of decision making within the Welsh Government.”

As a UNICEF Gold Rights Respecting School, we have fully embedded Children’s rights throughout the school, in our policies, lessons and the ethos of Meadowlane.  Children’s rights are always at the forefront of any discussion and policy setting at Meadowlane.  Article 28 states “Every child has the right to an education” with this in mind, the impact on our children has to be considered the highest priority, this is even more important when we look at children from a Looked After perspective.
Whilst all the right of every child are interwoven into everyday life at Meadowlane this policy directly links with these specific articles:
No discrimination
All children have all these rights, no matter who they are, where they live, what language they speak, what their religion is, what they think, what they look like, if they are a boy or girl, if they have a disability, if they are rich or poor, and no matter who their parents or families are or what their parents or families believe or do. No child should be treated unfairly for any reason.
RRS Article 2
This supports the idea that no child should be treated unfairly for any reason.

RRS Article 3
This supports the idea that everything is done with the best interest of the child at the forefront.

RRS Article 4
This supports the idea that the rights will be put into place to allow all children to enjoy all rights in the convention.


RRS Article 6
Children have the right to life, survival and development.

RRS Article 8
The right to protection and preservation of identity.

RRS Article 12
Children have the right to give their opinions freely on issues that affect them.

RRS Article 13
Children have the right to share freely with others what they learn, think and feel, by talking, drawing, writing or in any other way unless it harms other people.

RRS Article 14
Children can choose their own thoughts, opinions and religion, but this should not stop other people from enjoying their rights. 

RRS Article 15
Children can join or set up groups or organisations and they can meet with others as long as this does not harm other people.

RRS Article 17
Children have the right to get information from the Internet, radio, television, newspapers, books and other sources. Adults should make sure the information they are getting is not harmful.

RRS Article 28
Children have the right to an education.

RRS Article 29
Children’s education should help them fully develop their personalities, talents and abilities. It should teach them to understand their own rights, to respect other people’s rights, cultures and differences. It should help them live peacefully and protect the environment.

RRS Article 30
Children have the right to use their own language, culture and religion.

RRS Article 31
Every child has the right to rest, relax, play and take part in cultural and creative activities. 

Nurturing School

As well as a rights respecting school Meadowlane Primary School is also a nurture school, committed to creating a nurturing and inclusive community for all.  All stakeholders within the school understand the importance of promoting pupils’ wellbeing.  The school expresses the importance of addressing pupils’ wellbeing within education, resonating with the World Health Organisation’s statement that “to achieve their potential, school pupils must participate fully in educational activities.  To do this they must be healthy, attentive and emotionally secure.”  The school reflected on this statement against what they were seeing in the classroom and decided that they needed a different approach, “one that provided a nurturing environment for all”.  This policy links directly to the six principles that are embedded in out nurture school:

NP1
Pupils learning is understood developmentally

NP2
The classroom offers a safe base

NP3
The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing

NP4
Language is a vital means of communication

NP5
All behaviour is communication

NP6
The importance of transition in pupils lives



Rationale 

Through the expressive arts area of learning and experience pupils are encouraged to develop their creative appreciation and talent and their artistic and performance skills. The expressive arts provide opportunities to explore thinking, refine, and communicate ideas, engaging thinking, imagination and senses creatively. They also promote exploration of issues of personal and cultural identity. Engagement with the expressive arts requires application, perseverance and close attention to detail, capacities that have benefits across learning more widely.
The expressive arts provide inspiration and motivation as they bring pupils and young people into contact with the creative processes, performances and products of others and stimulate their own experimentation and creativity. They provide many opportunities for experiences such as visits to theatres and galleries and for bringing the specialist expertise of, for example, artists and musicians into the classroom. Achievement in the expressive arts also provides a basis for lifelong participation and can ultimately contribute to a thriving economy and cultural life for Wales.
Scope and connections with other Areas of Learning and Experience 

The expressive arts area of learning and experience will span art, drama, music, dance, film and digital media, encompassing wider creative aspects such as improvisation. There will also be connections between the expressive arts area of learning and experience and the technologies components of the Science and the Humanities. 
Pupils experiences in the expressive arts area of learning and experience can contribute to all four purposes of the curriculum include: 
• (ambitious, capable learners) encouraging them to explore new and challenging areas of experience and to strive to improve their performance 
• (enterprising, creative contributors) developing their creativity in a range of forms of expression; providing rich contexts and challenges within which they can work collaboratively, learning from critical appraisal of their work 
• (ethical, informed citizens) enabling them to understand their own cultural identity and those of societies in other places and at other times, and to explore complex and difficult issues 
• (healthy, confident individuals) helping them to develop resilience and feel more confident as they gain enjoyment and personal satisfaction from creative expression; contributing directly to enriching the quality of their lives.

Philosophy 
We believe that all pupils are creative and that their creativity and imagination should be explored and developed with a range of carefully planned activities. With links to the rest of the creative curriculum, the expressive arts enhance learning through the use of active and hands-on activities. The expressive arts are also key to the development of the skills and knowledge required to make value judgements and to appreciate aesthetic qualities. 
We consider the expressive arts to be made up of music, art, dance and drama, each of which may, at different times, be taught separately or as part of other lessons. We believe that these subjects give opportunities for the pupils to explore, express and communicate their feelings whilst offering them different ways to understand and appreciate the world around them. With the emphasis on creativity and self-expression, the expressive arts also offer an ideal opportunity to develop confidence and self-esteem. 
Objectives 
Our objectives are for each pupil: 
· To be able to critically appraise the world around them and to use this information to help them understand it. (Links to RRS Articles 4, 12, 13, 14, 17, 29 and NP4)
· To learn to appreciate the aesthetic qualities of the world around them and develop their ability to make value judgements (Links to RRS Article 14 and NP1). 
· To think and work independently, to develop confidence in their own ideas and solutions and to take a sense of joy and pride in their achievements (Links to RRS Articles 12, 13, 29 and NP2). 
· To develop a range of intellectual and practical skills that can be used to explore their own creativity further and to have opportunities to develop their skills further as part of the school or with other groups (Links to RRS Article 29 and NP1). 
· To grow in self-confidence, to feel valued as part of a group and to value the contributions of others (Links to RRS Article 29 and NP3). 
· To appreciate the benefits of working with others and to develop their own ability to work effectively as part of a group (NP2). 
· To develop an understanding and appreciation of their own and other cultures. Links to RRS Articles 8, 12, 13, 14, 29 and NP1)
· To explore their own spirituality so that they can better understand, communicate and express their own feelings as well as developing a sense of other people's feelings and the ability to better understand them (Links to RRS Articles 8, 12, 13, 14, 29 and NP3). 
· To develop a lifelong love of the arts and an appreciation of their use for recreation, entertainment, social activities and pleasure. This includes giving opportunities to those who may not experience these aspects outside of school (Links to RRS Article 31 and NP1, NP3). 
· To understand how ICT can be used as part of the creative arts and to be able to use it as a tool for developing their own ideas (Links to RRS Article 17). 
Aims and objectives 
· To provide enriching opportunities for all pupils to experience a breadth of learning in the arts and develop cross-curricular links (Links to RRS Articles 29, 31 and NP1, NP2).
· To increase pupils’s confidence in working together or independently in the preparation and presentation of arts work (Links to NP1). 
· To promote pupils’s creativity and ability to evaluate their own and others’ work critically (Links to RRS Articles 13 and NP4)
· To develop an appreciation of the impact that the arts have on society (Links to RRS Articles Links to RRS Articles 14, 29, 31). 
· To further develop pupils’s experiences of the arts from many cultures and therefore deepen their knowledge and understanding (Links to RRS Articles 29, 31). 
· To nurture a life-long personal appreciation of the arts (Links to RRS Article 29 and NP3). 
Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
In addition to following the knowledge and understanding aims laid down by the National Curriculum, all pupils will also develop sets of skills related to each subject, details of which can be found in the appendices to this policy. To achieve progress towards these goals, all teaching that involves the expressive arts as part of the lesson will help each pupil to develop the abilities shown below. 
Across the whole expressive arts curriculum, each pupil will aim to develop: 
The ability to generate and explore ideas based on observation, experience and imagination; to discuss them with others and to evaluate and develop these ideas either on their own or within a group. 
· The confidence to show their work to others and to discuss it with them. 
· The ability to evaluate their own work and that of others; to both provide and accept appropriate opinions and constructive criticism and to use feedback t
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To improve their work and influence future projects. 
· An understanding of the tools, materials and techniques used in a project and the ability to discuss these with other people using a vocabulary of appropriately technical terms. 
· An understanding of the safety issues involved with a process and the ability to work safely and appropriately with a range of materials and tools and within different environments. 
How do we teach expressive arts?
· Music Express for certain year groups
· Drama
· Dance PESS 

[bookmark: _Hlk116653718]Skills across the Curriculum 
· 
Developing thinking
· 
Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, developing and reflecting. In art and design, learners explore and experiment with a range of information and resources to plan, develop and reflect 
on their creative activities. They challenge assumptions, look at things in a new way and promote receptiveness to new ideas. They develop the ability to recognise similarities or differences and make unlikely connections, build on ideas to make better ideas, and take advantage of the unexpected.
· 
Developing communication
· 
Learners develop their communication skills across the curriculum through the skills of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication. In art and design, learners develop wider communications skills to express their ideas and emotions. They inform their own work by responding to the work of others.
· 
Developing ICT
· 
Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, creating and presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of equipment and software. In art and design, learners apply their ICT skills to 
investigate, manipulate, develop or realise creative ideas. They select appropriate software and equipment as an aid to designing and making. They regard ICT as a medium in its own right or as part of a multimedia outcome, integrated with other materials and processes.
· 
Developing number
· 
Learners develop their number skills across the curriculum by using mathematical information, calculating, and interpreting and presenting findings. In art and design, learners apply number skills such as measurement, estimates, scale, 
proportion, pattern and shapes to develop, inform and resource their creative activities.
· 

Cwrricwlwm Cymreig 
· 
In art and design, learners develop at first hand a meaningful understanding of their immediate environment, culture and language. They are given access to historical and contemporary Welsh art and design, enriching their creative 
activities. They are made aware of how art and design can enhance the environment and how they can contribute to this as individuals. At Meadowlane Primary School we have a particular focus upon Curriculum Cymreig during our annual 
Eisteddfod and we also make links with Welsh artists/ Welsh Folk dancing/ Historic buildings of Wales/ Famous Welsh people via contexts for learning where applicable.
· 

Personal and social education
· 
In art and design, learners explore and express their ideas and feelings concerning personal, social, environmental, moral and spiritual issues through their creative activities. Through art and design activities they become aware of other 
cultures and ways of life, and develop the concept of global citizenship. They enjoy the activities and develop interests that prepare them for lifelong learning, work and leisure.
· 
· Music  
· The ability to compose music on their own or as part of a group and to perform that music either solo or with others and to a variety of audiences. 
· The ability to use a variety of musical resources to take part in solo and group musical activities. 
· The ability to take part in various singing activities and the confidence to use their voice as part of music. 
· An understanding of how ICT can be used to compose and play music and the confidence to use it as part of their own projects. 
· An understanding of a variety of musical elements and their purpose and the ability to use these elements in their own work. 
· A musical repertoire of different styles from different artists around the world. 
· An understanding of how music can be used to express emotions, tell stories or portray scenes and to the ability to use it effectively for these purposes. 
· A knowledge of music from different times, places and diverse cultures and an understanding of how and why music is enjoyed by so many people. 
· An understanding of the different roles that music has in the world, including entertainment, cultural development, social activities and industry. 
Dance & Drama 
· An understanding of the strong links between literacy, dance and drama. 
· The ability to create pieces on their own or as part of a group and to perform them either solo or with others to a variety of audiences. 
· An understanding of the technical side of theatrical production (props, lighting, sound, stage management etc.) and the ability to use these skills. 
· A knowledge of dance & drama from different times, places and diverse cultures and an understanding of how and why dance & drama are enjoyed by so many people. 
· An understanding of how dance and drama can be used as an expressive medium and how they can interact within a single performance. 
· The confidence to express themselves and speak in public. 
· The ability to use their body, language and face to express emotions and portray ideas or stories. 
· Art 
· The use of sketchbooks as a way to collect visual and other information and the ability to use this information in the development of their ideas. 
· An understanding of how various visual and tactile elements including colour, pattern, texture, line, tone, shape, form and space can be combined and organised for different purposes. 
· An understanding of how different techniques and elements can represent observations, ideas and feelings and the ability to use them effectively in their own creations. 
· An appreciation of the roles, purposes, differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and cultures. 
· An understanding of how ICT can be used as a source of inspiration and a creative tool and to the ability to use it confidently. 

Recording, Assessment and Evaluation
Although pupils should be encouraged to record their ideas, plans and achievements in a written fashion where possible, the expressive arts curriculum is particularly well placed to use other forms of recording, which can be beneficial for those pupils who may find the writing aspects more challenging. Appropriate recording methods will include (but are not limited to):
· audio recordings of music, singing or drama; 
· sketchbooks or scrapbooks 
· diagrams for design technology; 
· the use of annotated pictures or photographs of artwork or products; 
· stage plans for drama; 
· video footage of drama, music or dance.
· 
       Building Blocks is used to monitor the progress of pupils. This policy, along with the skills grids and schemes of work should be used to guide lesson planning to provide opportunities for pupils to progress their own development in each session. Teachers should use evidence from records produced by the pupils, classroom observations, discussions with the pupils and their own self-evaluations to monitor progress through the curriculum. The assessment and monitoring process may be done using sample groups as opposed to individually for every pupil. When assessing the expressive arts, it is important to note that a lot of the fields are more subjective than in other areas of the school curriculum, and there is rarely a concept of a right or wrong answer.
Monitoring 
The expressive arts team will Monitor standards which will be undertaken termly through the planned review.  
· have informal conversations with teachers
· occasionally review termly plans and some lesson plans 
· observe the displays throughout the school in both classroom and public areas 
· Create action plans and a review of the year
· Report to the governing body 
· to prepare and lead INSET 
· to support and guide the practice of teachers and support staff 
· to ensure coverage, continuity and progression in planning
· to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and learning 
· to update documentation where necessary
· to produce action plans for the school development plan, prepare bids and manage budgets effectively 
· to liaise and consult with outside agencies where appropriate; 




Equal Opportunities and Race Equality

Meadowlane Primary School is committed to working towards equality, promoting positive approaches to difference and fostering respect for people of all cultural and social backgrounds whatever their age, sexuality, faith, ethnicity, gender, disability or additional educational need. Developing positive relationships between pupils of all backgrounds is an essential aspect of the work of the school. Our staff are committed to ensuring that all pupils achieve the highest possible standards in expressive arts, in an inclusive environment. We are proactive in tackling and eliminating discrimination and providing positive, non- stereotyped role models for all our pupils. Through monitoring and evaluating our provision within the school improvement planning cycle, we aim to minimise the potential for discrimination and ensure that all our learners have equality of opportunity.


Extra curricular activities (Links to RRS Article 15)

As a school, we endeavour to get involved in a range of creative activities with other schools and again, pupils are encouraged to take part whenever possible. For a full list of extra-curricular activities, please refer to Class Dojo, the School website, our latest newsletter and Twitter. 

· Dance Club
· Choir 
· Art and Crafts club 


This policy will be reviewed every three years, earlier if necessary 
 
Signed: 
 
Headteacher:                                           			Date: 
 
Chair of Governors:                                                	Date:  
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