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At Meadowlane we have implemented the new curriculum and have embraced each new AoLE with a view to the new equal weighting that is expected. We have made suitable adjustments to allow Humanities to be explored, investigated and taught throughout the school in a holistic and inspiring way.
This policy shows the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Humanities at Meadowlane Primary School. It outlines the purpose, nature and management of Humanities taught at our school. We have used the principles set out in ‘Curriculum for Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2022) and the 'Digital Competence Framework' (Welsh Government, 2016) to build and decide on the best way to implement the new AoLEs across the school.

Childrens Rights
As a UNICEF Gold Rights Respecting School, we have fully embedded Children’s rights throughout the school, in our policies, lessons and the ethos of Meadowlane. Children’s rights are always at the forefront of any discussion and policy setting in Meadowlane.  Whilst all the rights of every child are interwoven into everyday life at Meadowlane this policy directly links with these specific articles: Article 28: The right to an education and Article 29: The right to goals of education.

Nurture School 
As well as a rights respecting school Meadowlane Primary School is also a nurture school, committed to creating a nurturing and inclusive community for all.  All stakeholders within the school understand the importance of promoting pupils’ wellbeing.  The school expresses the importance of addressing pupils’ wellbeing within education, resonating with the World Health Organisation’s statement that “to achieve their potential, school children must participate fully in educational activities.  To do this they must be healthy, attentive and emotionally secure.”  The school reflected on this statement against what they were seeing in the classroom and decided that they needed a different approach, “one that provided a nurturing environment for all”. This policy links directly to the six principles that are embedded in out nurture school:   
NP1 
Children's learning is understood developmentally 
NP2 
The classroom offers a safe base 
NP3 
The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing 
NP4 
Language is a vital means of communication 
NP5 
All behaviour is communication 
NP6 
The importance of transition in children's lives

Our Mission Statement 
At Meadowlane Primary School we strive to create a warm, welcoming environment where our children feel safe, secure and happy. We have high expectations for every child, and we celebrate effort and achievement. As an inclusive school we value diversity, respect each other as individuals, and embrace our differences. Humanities seeks to awaken a sense of wonder, fire the imagination and inspire learners to grow in knowledge, understanding and wisdom. This Area encourages learners to engage with the most important issues facing humanity, including sustainability and social change, and help to develop the skills necessary to interpret and articulate the past and the present.  

The Four Purposes
Humanities is central to learners becoming ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Through studying humanities pupils can access the four purposes within the Curriculum for Wales
These are:
· Ethical, informed citizens.
· Ambitious, capable learners.
· Enterprising, creative contributors.
· Healthy, confident individuals.

What Matters in Humanities?
The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience encompasses geography; history; religion, values and ethics; business studies and social studies. These disciplines share many common themes, concepts and transferable skills, while having their own discrete body of knowledge and skills. Learners may also be introduced to other complementary disciplines, such as classics, economics, law, philosophy, politics, psychology and sociology, if and where appropriate.
What matters in this Area has been expressed in five statements which support and complement one another and should not be viewed in isolation. Together they contribute to realising the four purposes of the curriculum.
· Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity about the world, its past, present and future.
· Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways.
· Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes and human actions.
· Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs.
· Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity and are able to take considered and ethical action.
Each ‘what matters statement’ is further broken down and details elements particular skill strands that should be covered to achieve highly through each Progression Step (PS). The what matters statements will guide and support assessment as we develop our school curriculum.  Learner progression in Humanities will be developed through the Progression Steps by experiencing and building knowledge in a range of related ideas, concepts and principles.

Cross Curricular Links
Through the cross curricular teaching of Humanities we also aim to improve pupils’ skills in Literacy, Numeracy and DCF as well as developing their thinking skills. 
Literacy links:  Humanities contribute significantly to the teaching of literacy in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Pupils develop these skills in many ways including through writing and reading reports, letters, diaries and explanatory texts.
Numeracy links:  Humanities contributes to numeracy in a variety of ways. Pupils use numbers and analytical skills, e.g. statistics, timelines. Pupils also use and apply skills needed to interpret and handle data in the form of graphs, maps and diagrams, e.g. populations of countries, map skills.
DCF link:  Humanities contributes to DCF in a variety of ways.  Pupils are able to present work through different media, eg. recording, popplets and pictures. They also have the opportunity to develop research skills by using appropriate search engines. Pupils in Progression Step 2 are introduced to database production using population, religions and languages spoken.
Differentiation and ALN
All pupils are given chances to succeed in Humanities and the subject is taught to all pupils. The study of Humanities will be planned to give learners a suitable range of differentiated activities appropriate to their age and abilities. Tasks will be set which challenge all learners, including the more able. For learners with ALN the task will be adjusted to appropriately support the learner within the classroom setting. The grouping of learners for practical activities will take account of their strengths and weaknesses and ensure that all take an active part in the task whilst gaining confidence.
Teachers and Teaching Assistants will be given support and guidance to ensure that all learners achieve and progress to their individual potentials by the ALNCO.  Children who have an Individual Development Plan (IDP) will be supported as appropriate through the Additional Learning Needs Provision (ALNP).

Assessment
The aim of assessment is for the learner to understand their next steps and take ownership of their learning. Pupils’ work in Humanities is assessed by making informal judgements as they are observed during each Humanities lesson. 
Much of the work done in Humanities lessons is of a practical or oral nature and, as such, recording will take many varied forms. In Nursery, Reception, Years one and two Evidence me is used to record and keep evidence.  Further up the school videos and recording are saved to the school ‘Meadow’. 
Written work is marked regularly and clearly, with a green for growth comment to improve or check understanding as an aid to progression and to celebrate achievement. When appropriate, learners may be asked to self-assess or peer assess their own or other’s work. Teachers provide continuous formative feedback during lessons in line with our curriculum and Learning and Teaching Policy. This information is used to produce the end of the year, summative assessment and school report. 

Roles and Responsibilities
The Humanities AoLE is the responsibility of the whole staff and will be coordinated by an AoLE teacher or team. 
Standards of teaching and learning will be judged using work sampling through book checks, listening to learners and the policy will be reviewed every 2 years.
The Humanities team will oversee resources (that support the AoLE) and will ensure they are maintained, and replacements brought within the budget allowances.  
Resources
Meadowlane has a bank of resources available to all staff. Teachers are encouraged to trial new trips and special visitors to enhance the children's learning. The experiences that our learners have are currently mapped out to avoid overlap in year groups.

This policy will be reviewed every three years, earlier if necessary
Written: February 2022
Review date: June 2025
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