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Introduction

At Meadowlane we are implementing the new curriculum and have embraced each new AoLE with a view to the new equal weighting that is expected...it is no surprise that when you read the new curriculum documentation you find that... 
‘The Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience addresses the fundamental aspects of human communication. It aims to support learning across the whole curriculum and to enable learners to gain knowledge and skills in Welsh, English and international languages as well as in literature.’

As a result, we have made suitable adjustments to allow effective learning and teaching of Languages, Literacy and Communication through a systematic whole-school approach. 
This policy shows the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Languages, Literacy and Communication at Meadowlane Primary School. It outlines the purpose, nature and management of the Languages, Literacy and Communication taught at our school.  We have used the principles set out in,
‘Curriculum for Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2022) 
Area of Learning and Experience- Languages, Literacy and Communication
to build and decide on the best way to implement the new AoLEs across the school.

Children’s Rights 

“The rights of children and young people, as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), continue to be at the heart of decision making within the Welsh Government.”
 
As a UNICEF Gold Rights Respecting School, we have fully embedded Children’s Rights throughout the school, in our policies, lessons and the ethos of Meadowlane. Children’s Rights are always at the forefront of any discussion and policy setting at Meadowlane.  Article 28 states,
“Every child has the right to an education.”
[bookmark: _Int_byaK4ijY]With this in mind, the impact on our pupils must be considered the highest priority.  Through the effective learning and teaching of the Languages, Literacy and Communication AoLE we aim to:

· Develop our pupils’ respect and empathy for languages and identities, while celebrating and respecting our similarities and differences.
· Recognise that Multilingualism within our classrooms should be seen as an opportunity to raise our pupils’ awareness of diversity and promote the cultural wealth of our school and community.
· Seek involvement with home and other settings, to promote real language partnerships. 
· Support the development of our home languages to promote and develop trust, appreciation and respect for languages and cultures.

Whilst all the rights of every child are interwoven into everyday life at Meadowlane this policy directly links with these specific articles:

RRS Article 2
The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.
RRS Article 3
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children.
RRS Article 12 
Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. 
RRS Article 13 
Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law.
RRS Article 17 
Every child has the right to reliable information from a variety of sources, and governments should encourage the media to provide information that children can understand. 
RRS Article 28 
Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free.
RRS Article 29 
Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Nurture School
 
[bookmark: _Int_pNy3aE7P]As well as a Rights Respecting School, Meadowlane Primary is also a nurture school, committed to creating a nurturing and inclusive community for all.  All stakeholders within the school understand the importance of promoting pupils’ wellbeing.  The school expresses the importance of addressing pupils’ wellbeing within education, resonating with the World Health Organisation’s statement that,
 “To achieve their potential, school children must participate fully in educational activities.  To do this they must be healthy, attentive and emotionally secure.”  
The school reflected on this statement against what they were seeing in the classroom and decided that they needed a different approach, 
‘One that provided a nurturing environment for all.’
 This policy links directly to the six principles that are embedded in out nurture school:
 
NP1
Children's learning is understood developmentally
 NP2
The classroom offers a safe base
 NP3
The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing
 NP4
Language is a vital means of communication
 NP5
All behaviour is communication
 NP6
The importance of transition in children's lives

Our Mission Statement 
 
At Meadowlane Primary School we strive to create a warm, welcoming environment where our pupils feel safe, secure and happy. We have high expectations for every pupil, and we celebrate effort and achievement. As an inclusive school we value diversity, respect each other as individuals, and embrace our differences.  Languages, Literacy and Communication recognises that different languages should be explored in relation to one another, through the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. It also means that learning about and through literature should be seen as contributing to all aspects of learning about languages.  

Four Purposes 

This AoLE will support the four purposes of the curriculum to enable learners to become:
· Ambitious, Capable Learners (ACL)
· Enterprising, Creative Contributors (ECC)
· Ethical, Informed Citizens (EIC)
· Healthy, Confident Individuals (HCI) 

· Our pupils communicating effectively using Welsh, English and Modern Foreign Languages, transferring what they have learned about how languages work in one language to the learning and using of other languages, will provide them with a firm foundation for a lifelong interest in the languages of Wales and the languages of the world; and thus, make them ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. ACL
· A key aspect of effective language learning is the willingness of our pupils to experiment and take risks in trying out new structures, sounds and patterns. Learning and experience in this Area can empower our pupils to be creative and to persevere when facing challenges. Together, these skills can build our pupils’ confidence to grasp new opportunities and to adapt to different roles which in turn can develop them as enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. ECC
· Languages are seen as a key to social cohesion, which can promote better local, national and global understanding. Our aim is to encourage our pupils to engage critically with languages and literature in order to help them develop not only their own sense of identity, but also an understanding of the relationship between their own cultures and communities and those of other people. This understanding can be deepened as learners are afforded opportunities to learn multiple languages. This linguistic knowledge and these skills are needed to participate confidently and empathetically in society, which contributes to developing learners as ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. EIC
· Engaging with this helps our learners at Meadowlane to become healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. The skills promoted through languages, literacy and communication are key to enabling our pupils to express themselves effectively, to be open to other people’s points of view and to develop positive relationships. HCI

What Matters in Languages, Literacy and Communication?
The main aspects of Languages, Literacy and Communication to be studied will be determined by the ‘Statements of What Matters’ found in the Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience 2022. There are four ‘What Matters Statements’ to support planning and learning in this AoLE. These are used by teachers to realise the four purposes for our pupils.

1. Languages connect us.
2. Understanding language is the key to understanding the world around us. (Reading and Listening)
3. Expressing ourselves through language is key to communication. 
(Speaking and Writing) 
4. Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity. 

Each ‘What Matters Statement’ is further broken down and details particular skill strands that should be covered to achieve through each Progression Step (PS).  The ‘What Matters Statements,’ will guide and support assessment as we develop our school curriculum.  Pupil progression in Languages, Literacy and Communication will be developed through the Progression Steps by; experiencing and building knowledge, through the effective learning and teaching of Languages, Literacy and Communication by means of a systematic whole-school approach.





Welsh in LLC

· At Meadowlane, we will promote oracy, reading and writing skills in Welsh Second Language in both informal and structured situations, with oracy skills taking precedence.
· Teachers will use the continuum and support materials developed by Central South Consortium (CSC) to support the teaching and learning of Welsh. 
· Daily Welsh sessions will take place with teachers carrying sentence patterns from the Cymraeg Bob Dydd resource. These resources provide a broad, balanced and progressive framework within which Welsh will be developed throughout the curriculum. 
· Class teachers will have the support of the Welsh leader who will provide resources for the teaching of Welsh skills and language patterns.

MFL in LLC

· At Meadowlane, children will understand that there are connections between languages, culture and identity and that these differ within Wales and around the world.
· We will communicate in a growing range of languages using the continuum resource provided by the LLC Consortium
· We will recognise and discuss connections, commonalities, how languages have evolved and differences between the languages we speak and those that we are learning.
· We will receive information in one language and adapt it for various purposes in another language.

Cross-curricular Skills

At Meadowlane we believe that our school curriculum must embed the mandatory cross-curricular skills and the integral skills that underpin the four purposes of the curriculum. Literacy is at the heart of cross curricular skills, across all statements of what matters. Literacy skills should be taught explicitly then applied authentically, through all Areas of Learning Experience. This will allow our pupils to express themselves, to understand and interpret written and spoken language and to articulate meaning. All teachers plan for the application and development of pupils’ literacy skills across the curriculum at every progression step.




Integral Skills
Creativity and innovation
Creativity and innovation will provide opportunities for our pupils to experiment with and use languages creatively in order to give them the confidence to take risks, to express opinions and generate ideas across languages that can lead to innovative outcomes. Our pupils develop their creativity through opportunities to create and perform literature. 
Critical thinking and problem-solving
Listening, reading, speaking and writing should underpin the development of critical thinking and problem-solving at all times for our pupils. These skills will be honed by communicating clearly with other pupils in order to understand situations and articulate their own ideas in response to problems arising.
Personal effectiveness
At Meadowlane, our pupils develop their personal effectiveness and self-awareness when learning and using their languages, which will in turn support learning across the whole curriculum. By providing a language-rich environment our pupils have opportunities to reflect on their own strengths in language use and identify their own areas of development.
Planning and organising
This aspect allows our pupils to organise their ideas, create effective plans and develop creative works. This in turn enables our pupils to reflect on their work and plan and implement further improvements.

Differentiation and ALN
Languages, Literacy and Communication learning experiences will be planned to give our pupils a range of differentiated activities appropriate to their stage and ability. Learning experiences will be set which challenge all pupils, including the more able. 
For our pupils with ALN the task will be adjusted to appropriately to support the pupil within the classroom setting, ensuring an inclusive learning environment that all pupils can access with confidence.
[bookmark: _Int_DuPv88bf]Stringent phonic, reading, writing, high frequency word awareness and oracy assessments are regularly undertaken to provide the most current overview of pupil progression. Teachers and TA’s are continually making observations in order to provide evidence of pupil achievement and identify the next steps in pupil progress which are shared with the pupils.
Using all the information gathered, individual pupils are identified for relevant interventions to ensure they have the opportunity to make appropriate progress. These pupils are highlighted at Professional Dialogue meetings with the ALNCo and Headteacher.  
[bookmark: _Int_5r9JuPFd]Children who have an Individual Development Plan (IDP) will be supported as appropriate through the Additional Learning Needs Provision (ALNP). TAs take on specific interventions to meet the needs of individual pupils. Teachers oversee the effectiveness of the interventions and feedback on progress to the ALNCo, Headteacher, parents and pupils.

Assessment 
As stated, stringent phonic, reading, writing, high frequency word awareness and oracy assessments are regularly undertaken to provide the most current overview of pupil progression. Teachers and TA’s are continually making observations in order to provide formative and summative evidence of pupil achievement and identify the next steps in pupil progress which are shared with the pupils.
In their daily learning experiences, our pupils are encouraged to use the skills of self and peer- assessment to evaluate their current achievements and the next steps to make progress. We believe that this allows our pupils to take ownership of their literacy skills and have a deep understanding of how to progress.













Roles and Responsibilities
The Languages, Literacy and Communication AoLE is the responsibility of the whole staff and will be coordinated by the LLC team. 
Self- evaluation in LLC takes place in accordance with our Key Priorities and dates for these can be found on the school calendar.
The LLC team will oversee our resources and will ensure they are maintained, and replacements brought within the budget allowances.  




Resources
Meadowlane has a bank of LLC resources available to all staff.  The resources we have are allocated accordingly to classes to support learning.  Teachers are encouraged to take trips and encourage special visitors to enhance the pupils’ learning in LLC.  
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